jonal Evidence bearing on the Nature

eligious Endowment in Ancient Ceylon
PART 1.
The Earliest Phase.

a ELIGIOUS bodics have always depended for their existence on the
*_charity and the benevolence of their patrons, and the history of
* Buddhism in Ceylon is no ¢xception to the rule. The Mahivemsa
_', ds how king Vattagamani (43-17 B.C.) allotted lands to the Kupikkala
ihamof thera Mahatissa, ‘ recording it upon a Ketaka-lcal.’r  But the large
lpumber of stone inscriptions,? that contain similar records of grants to the
sdoha, date much carlier.  These inscriptions broadly fall into three classcs—
, illar inscriptions,3and form by far the largest body ol cvi-
ce, except the 'S, ,
4 h “as a rule royal donations were recorded on copper plates,
or might be on silver and gold plates.” yet such records are comparatively rare.
ing Kirti Nissanka Malla (1187-1196 A.D.) claims to have mtroduced into
~the fyland the copper plate grants.>  The Palkumbara Sannasa of Sri Mat Sird
-Sangabo Sri Bhuvanaika® and the Oruvala Sannasa? are examples of such
scopper plategrants, while a gold plate grant, belonging to the reign of King
"Vasabha (127-171 AD.) has been recently discovered at Vallipuram ;¥ which
wever S. Paranavitina, believes was not a document meant for public
fortitation. s

a Q{Is difficult to confine within precise geographic boundaries the dis-
b“ﬁon of these stone inscriptions.  But it may be generally said that they
Fuetly ‘abound in the present dry zone of Ceylon within the North Central,
Frofth- Western, Southern and Uva Provinces,—the inscriptions being found
¥ l_afﬂg_:n}lmbers close to the ancient capitals of Anurddhapura, Polonnaruwa,

and Kurunegala ; while in the Hill Country and in the Jafina Peninsula
Bur very rarely.

andanus Odoratissivius, My, Ch. XXX1I1, 50

i

e Epigraphical Summary of 17th October, 1933 mention 700 such inscrip-
lon Journal of Science, Sec. G., Vol. 11.

A few slab inscriptions are also met with.,

Geiger, Littevarur wnd Sprache der Singhalesca, pp. 24-25; Mv. Ch, XXVII,
Q?'Z-: Vol II, p. 160.

we-Z., Vol. 111, No. 25.

E.Z., Vol 111, No. 3.

T:k;‘yRev. W. Rahula. E.Z, Vol. V, No. zq.
®.Z., Vol. v, p. 236.
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[ reflect the. profound changes which took place in the constituti t
&ha in ancient (‘,e.zylon, transforming it from a so]f»de.nyvin selojcl ”f
we ﬁr.st mect it in its history in Ceylon, to be one of .tlige 1'1: y i)t
terests in the country with large social and political oblf ;Lt'sev'
theret(') and a development parallel with that which took pi; ¢ lolm
Christian church of Europe prior to the 12th century, A I'; ‘18 11(5160::1(,::;

Two general features are common to most of these stone inscript
Firstly, the inscriptions prior to the 12th century, A.D. are undated from
calculable era such as the Saka cra, or the Nirvana of the Buddha.’e R
majority of them, especially of the 1oth and 11th centuries, bear the name
King.®* or are dated from the regnal ycars of the ruling monarch.?? Injg
of the painstaking work of eminent scholars in recent times, the chronolgg
arrangement of these inscriptions for purposes of historical study is diffig nd volumincus be the evidence «ail. _
and the arrangement in most cases is arbitrary.’s  But, one fact remains cl Bliict’s Bisfors s the Di/yw'('l'l(f (fhul;'d)lc to us in the carly chronicles
none of the inscriptions so far discovered date before the 3rd century, d e 10 vt for this mur } ‘”“b‘l.‘mdbﬂvl(f Mahavarsa, and their allied
Two rcasons are primarily responsible for this chronological limitation. grve. " Y 5 purpose they are of little v
majority of these inscriptions being records of grants to the Sangha, g
records can only occur after the introduction of Buddhism to Ceylon,
in the 3rd century, B.C. Further, the art of writing itself came to Ce

u with the introduction of Buddhism to Ceylon,™ and hence in an age
writing itself was unknown, the keeping of records would not be a possibif

: alue ; hence these st
y i) . . ; = se stone
lions have to be made the main basis for such a study.
Aoe‘ S r:)ot seem possible to establish a priori a direct or unique relation
o ! . ) ) A . . [e o
’vtlme etween tlhe abundance or lack of wealth in the community, and
arance among the cleroy.  Where o vriecthoo : ) .
e 1?{3 tfu clergy. »\\ here a priesthood is strong in its adherence
g e 1c OwWs ol poverty, its resistance to indulgence in new forms ()1:
-Secondly, as the largest number of these inscriptions are records of llsikél;{ tol £e grbut and consequently a longer or shorter perioci of
. \ . 0 elapse befor 7 prof: 2 - 3
gious endowments,*s theiv text generally follows a few stereo-typed patte other hand(ii;: )rl-i;:hthei p; ofane. He d.]tms of Seh—denying picty.
Hence therc is a gencral possibility of these records following a convent emselves, that :['} 1» oot Wiere signs of decadence have begun to
classicism, and thus making the veracity of the details they record doufile e c’ =" mlme 114 s likcly to be much shorter, and new wealth
S s . : : S wealth would find their wav immed; i .
ot < \ - 1 : : . nd ther way immediotels int eci
in their portrayal of contomporary conditions. inly-veiled worldiness Which of thmedf : c(hfzt‘.}) into the precincts
: J11CSS. s lactors 1s the stron
ar tim be determine g ' Stk @t qg
- het Fan be determined only from historical considerations "mf]
. e sou Fher conta sgiias ' y T
o o g g{ other contemporary_evidence relating to the economic Lif
the period. 56 far a% srd . - : ©
) E) ut so far as cncient Ceylon is concerned such evidence is
ely meagre. ‘ e s

Hitherto, these inscriptions have been studied maiuly for the light
throw on the philological development of the Sinhalese langnage, or on
history of its ancient script, or for the examination of the political historg
the nature of the political institutions of ancient Ceylon.?7 A decper histd
significance attaches however to these long and elaborate catalogues of gi
viz., the evidence they show of the varying character of the form of profi
holding that was in vogue at the dates when these records were made. I

woked at fror IS ang i f
om this angle, the cvidenee of the inseriptions fall into thrce

firs s of inscripti
o t class of Inscriptions recorddthe gift of caves and monasti
“ The inscriptions of Parakrama Babu I, and onwards,!are dated frof -' andments Lot 521n§}1”’ and these broadly oceur between ti ‘ I ntury.
/ , ¢ thes adly occ ctween the 3rd ce 7
: nd the 1st century, A.D. Miiller found these inscrintinme ¢ een I,
4 Hundreds’ ot gy eS¢ nsciptions “ip Jundreds
. et i3 <L~IS and. He was greatly disappointed with them
o o lbl(')lls.QI ants to temples ’ he found “ no historimlinfmmatioh ’
_ ;33 h € majonty of these caves gifted to the S ngha,
— 2 A P N ‘ o w
Hess wh_or excavated caves are rare in Ceyvloper \x’fﬁ()K'<\
e Ite-washed and cven plastered, and :

10.
Nirvina of Buddha and in a few instances from the Saka era '—Miller, A#cient I
tions of Ceylon, p. 6.

11. Given usually in the birudas or titles, e.g., Abha Salamevan.

12. E.g., ‘Hail! Prosperity ! on the tenth day of the waning moon of Midu
in the twelfth year of His Majesty Siri Sangabo’—I.Z., Vol. III, No. 5. %

13. Having to depend on ‘ palacographic evidence and coincidence of nanjg
Miller, Ibid., p. 24. 4

14. G. C. Mendis, Early [listory of Ceylon, p. 18.

15. Mostly to the Buddhist Sangha and in a few instances to Hindu deval
shrines. A fair number of endowments to individuals (Ep. S. No. 876) : or to 3
institutions, ¢.¢., a hospital, E. Z,, Vol. II, No. 5, or alying-in-home, 5. Z,, Vol. III
too occur, ;

16. A cave inscription reads “ Pavumaka Visadevasa lome agatu aragala 4
sagasa.”” (The cave of the Chigf Visadeva is given to the Sangha of the four g

-

@ mud or brick wallzz (the

8. se y ¥ i
‘5?‘ ) €e.g., Westfall Thompson, The Middle Aees 300-1500, Ch. 1X
\ aéy 5090~1 500, AL

Such as P
T/ﬂ(;l'(ll[.\'(l Rara ] 3 S
Javatiya, Rajavaliva, Nikava Sanor ThiPave
a.‘hdud'nsaJ Zmltl"{( Sl‘l’?‘/({, ote. - U 177!\5/11//4/, 1}1’[1/'5’(!4‘(‘11.‘5(/, ﬂlaha‘l’()‘u’/z:

Maller, thid., p. 17,

H0cart .
—Archacological § ar 1.8 N
excavated cons J8I3 ¢ ummary. C.J.Sc. o, G, Vol 1. p. < -6 Ex
-AVes so far discovered groe s at 5 RS el
en. Mo S c¢d are ones at.l‘anka,ra,ma in Anura ¢
d the Gg%allvand 15 supposed to have lived’ Miller A.LC Foras i) I}}I-I,ddhgpurd‘.’
e al Vihare at Polonnaruwa. e R S banittimal ol

Pid“fugala cave ne

present and absent).
17. “Ancient Land Tenuve and Revenue in Ceylon' by H. W. Codrington f
freely to these inscriptions in his study of the Tenurial systems of Ancient Ceylon.
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- 0ses would have lost its value, as the society advanced, and that certainly

latter occurring about the gth century, A.D., says Hocart) built so as to g
s at an early stage in Ceylon’s history.

protected or enelosed rooms under the shelter of the rocks.2s These ¢
were cither owned jointly by families. ¢.g., the 23 caves at Vessagiriva u
the caves of Ritigala, which the * Son of Mahamata Bamadata, his emm
Bfim(‘(‘ Pusaguta, his eminence Mita and his eminencce
had developed into the great village Arita ;25 or individually, as such referen
in inscriptions to ownership as— the cave of Tisaguta, son of the brahp
Sumana’; ‘the cave of the lay devotee Citra, wife of Parumaka Pule]
daughter of Parumaka Sunahita;’ ' the cave of Utiva, son of villager Ty
son of Warakapi the villager”; “the cave of the merchant Tisa’; “ the cave
the physician Tisa’; ‘the cave of village headman Abhaya’; ‘the cave
Chief Abhava’; © cave of Kanatisa, the minister of the Great King Gami,
pita’and " the cave of Amirada, the treasurer of the village headman Kandi
—all show. But it is not clear what value was attached to the possession
these caves whether they were used as ordinary dwelling houses by the peopld

§ The early ascetics—precursors of Mahinda (?) as well as his followergse—
Bng a life of self-denial, as Vanavasikas, sought habitations for themselves
bnely retreats, ‘ far from the madding crowd,” and the gift of these caves
i in quite handy for them. But thesc cave endowments went par: passu
L @h another tvpe of relizious endowment, which came into existence when
dhisrmm state religion of the country, TOIGWITig the conversion
King Devaniampiya Tissa Dy The apostlc Mahinda in 240 B.C.? By this
tiorl, the BUddNET brotTier oottt ome ot the Tour Traditional | imbs
h t formed the ancient Atyan state, as symbolically suggested in the Purusa
ta of the Rgveda.ss  The spate of conversions that followed the conver-
of the king.3+ led the king to request Mahinda to accept the site of the
easant Mahamegha * park, neither “too far nor too near the city '35 as
r new abode, and in emulation of King Bimbisara of Rajagrihas® he built
Maha Vihara there as the first centre of Buddhist life and activity in the
antry, and thus, like his contemporary Asoka of Magadha, Devinampiya
sa ‘ dragged Buddhism from the convents into the city.” Henceforth the
sjority of Buddhist monks became * Gamantasendsanavasikas 37 and in
@ lavish habitations provided for them by the kings and maintained by the
Waj treasury, the Sanzha came into close contact with the people of the
“Mintry at large.

sThus the gifts of these cave dwellings and the monasteries were really
™ el movements. The one was the grant of the ordinary pecople,38 the other
.*ﬁ#he-kings‘ The one was attached to the villages, the other to the capital
oy, It was a healthy and inexpensive way of bearing up mutually the cost
s;ls new institution that was regarded as essential to their living “the good

or not.

Whether these caves were the property of nobles only—in which
they could not be used as dwelling houses27—-or of the common people as
is also doubtful. flie leading cvidence in understanding this seems to
with the exact significance in the use of the title © Parumaka "—a word th
is freely found in these cave inscriptions. Etymologically the word mey
cminent, or chief.?® Hence its appropriate use should be by ‘ persons
importance’; though inscriptional evidence is quite clear that it was 3
nsed by men of lesser importance as village headmen,?9 as well as by women

The above evidence also leaves little doubt that “there was an ownersh
in caves quite apart from the land they stood in—-for we sometimes get a num§
of caves crowded together where it can scarcely be supposed that the bounda
of the land coincided with the partitions of the caves.’s* Interesting thou
this question is it need not be pursucd further, not only because the availa
evidence is insufficient, but also because the use of these caves for secul

lll\t the same time the gift of these rock caves would appear to indicate
prie one hand a rudimentary cconemic organisation, and on the other a
,ys.leose adherence by the pricsthood to the rules of the Vinaya. Which

23. Hocart belicves that the walling of these caveswas begun when thevh » 613}};?;0Sr01tnci{}now'ledg(‘ ol g Blld(”.m and histeachings wereknown to thepeople
into the hands of the monks, for he says that it is a rule of the Vinaya re Parajika Bsckers, llisz;r/r\v)((?)/t;’r::](; ?iti;z;::};]:}(mal Tissa seems a r““s‘m”‘bl_c contention-—vide
a monk should sleep with doors shut lest his person should happen to be exposed du §8 would certainly h et Covl .c?)/ c:z};p. L ]insm hacascitinerant Buddhist
sleep. C.1.Sc., Sec. G., Vol. 1, p. 58. o a ave come to Cevlon by the usual land routes. The Roval Mission
> p }J‘ o Wl T Q p-5 Sainda was what that struck the imagination of the early chroniclers. ’

s ‘, sy ol Ly P e Rgveda, Toth Mandala.

25. E.Z., Vol. 1, p. 152. Mv. Chs. X1V and XV

26. Parker, dncient Ceylon, p. 419. Mv. Ch. XV, 6-c ’

27. Hocart, C.[.Sc. Scc. G., Vol. I, p. 58. Mv. Ch XV, : 9.

28. Sanskrit—I’ramukha, Pali—Pamukho or Pamokkhd, Sinhalese—Famoke. Monks who 'dvzc'lt in m S :

onastenies close to the villages and towns,
_-mgv, t(':~h. XVI, I2-13, records the gifts of 68 rock cells at Mihintale by King
g Yatissa to Mahinda and his converts, while the inscription on Cave No. g at

" ars (‘.‘Vl‘(lCIl(‘.e of the grant of a cave = g g ini .
save to the Sangha L vattagamir l)ha\w
e ‘01-1: P 138. . ” ) A )
% s

ad p

29. See above list and Parker, A.C., p. 440.

30. Ritigala inscriptions Nos. 2, 3 and Sa. E.Z. Vol. 1, No. 1o, mention
maka Anudiva.’

31. Hocart, C./.5¢. See. G., Vol. 1, p. 58.
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of these two circumstances was more powerful in determining the charg
of the gifts cannot be determined without further evidence.

The contemporaneous grant of urban monastic dwellings is evidence ¢
the priesthood was beginning to abandon its conventure retreats to sh
increasingly the urban life of the cities. This does not necessarily imply
deliberate seeking on the part of the priesthood for the luxuries of a wor]
life—for Mahinda declines explicitly the first of such gilts by Devanamp;
Tissa.39 It seems more indicative of the desire on the part of kings to use
< power of the Church ’ to inculcate greater religious devotion in their subje
or enhance ¥he strength of their own rule.

The immediate result of this new relationship thus established betw
the Sangha on the one hand and the king and laity on the other was that
the case of the former it led to a numerical increase in the Order of the Senzha,
who were becoming more and more useful socially, and in the casc of the lat
it was not only the growth of a greater desire for more munificent acts
plety, but also a growing desire for more colourful forms of worship. « -

The second class of religions endowments, was to veflect these chung
conditions of the times. :
(To be continued in the next issue). [

W, M A WARNASURIY

39. Mv. Ch. XV, 3. 11 T %

40. At Mihintale monastery alone, in Bhatikhabhaya's time (38 A D.-67 A D.) tife
namber of monks residing there was assessed at 1,000, while Fa-Iiscin (5th century, AD
estimated it at 2,000. E.Z, Vol. I, pp. 81-82.



