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Abstract

This research seeks to investigate the nature of political mobilization
of the plantation workers in Sri Lanka. Whether the workers’ movement
was an independent mobilization of workers to win their citizenship rights

will be inquired into in comparison with such movements in Malaya and
Burma.

Special attention will be focussed on the °‘statelessness’ of the
plantation workers of Indian origin with a view to understand the factors
that led to the 1948/49 Citizenship Acts. The attitudes of different Sri
Lankan political parties to the Citizenship Acts as well as ciizenship issues
in Malaya and Burma will be studied in this context.

The contours of Indo-Sri Lanka relations and the attitude of the
Indian government towards the citizenship Acts will be discussed as an
important aspect of the citizenship issue in Sri Lanka.

The Sirima-Sastri Pact will be studied in the background of earlier
Indo-Sri Lanka negotiations as a meaningful step in the resolution of the
citizenship issue of the plantation workers. The responses and reactions of
different quarters, both in India and Sri Lanka to the Sirima-Sastri Pack will
be surveyed in this context.

As the Sirima-Sastri Pact became a controversial issue in Sri Lankan
politics the attitude of the new UNP governemnt of 1967 to the Pact will be
given special attention. How the UNP government amended the Pact and the
reactions to these emanating from different political parties and pressue
groups will be discussed. Besides, the attitude of the Indian government to
the revised agreement will also be examined.




