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The subject matter eof . #@sthetics is cencerned with
nature and besutiful creatiens of man, Is man sensitive te true
beauty in all it's depth er dees he take it only at it's face
value not enjeying the higher spiritual experience which can be

described as aesthetic?

In the second chapter the attempt is made teo clarify
different planes of aesthetic pleasure and how man responds to
such beauty, and alse what censtitutes the mental framework of
these who exhibit a higher degree of aesthetic sensibility. Here
analysis is given of the mental abilities of these who have
elevated themselves from lower manifestations of beauty to
higher states of experience. Here study is made ef such experi-

ences frem the standpeint of aesthetics,

Mam as we know is very much pre. ccecupied with
gsensual pleasures and he visualizes beautiful objects from the
perspective of that beauty. Here we discuss how the Buddhist
respends to beauty and hew he analyses from a aesthetic angle
creatiens he enceunters in the world. /Alse we fecus attentien

hew the Buddhist experiences reality in all its beauty.



Farthermere it is eur view that in meditative trances
man enters inte transcendental spheres while remaining in the
world itself. It is clear that experiencing aesthetic beauty
from meditative trances is much superier to pleasures accrued
from physical ebjects and wé give attentien to how the tipitaka
canen shews hew in meditative jey we come acreoss the highest
experience of beauty. The manner in which philesephical investi-
gation can be made frem the Buddhist standpeint is given in a
comprehensive analysis. This is accomplished in the fourth
chapter of this thesis,

Hew is Buddhism connected with art and hew can a mind
wellcontrelled and +tranquilized be established in comnection
with what is met with in the Buddhist world, Also a comparative
study ef hew gesthetics has develeped in India znd Sri Lanka
will be analysed in the last chapter., In this an attempt will
be made to show that Buddhism gees hand in hand with aesthetics

without creating any antagenistic attitudes.
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