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The concept of “Mara” on depicted in the

classical Sinhala Prose Literature
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to clarify how the concept “MARA” is
illustrated in the classical Sinhalese prose written during the period from 10™ to
15™ centuries depicting the concept “MARA” commencing from the pre Buddhist
times.

The First chapter is an introduction of the concept “MARA”™ and how
the term “MARA” has been depicted in the Tripitaka and the
commentaries.

The Second chapter while introducing the background of the
classical prose Sinhalese literature and the books such as Dharmapradeepikawa,
Amawatura, Buthsarana, Dahamsarana, Saddharmarathnawaliya, Pujawaliya,
Thupawansaya,  Bodhiwansaya, Saddharmalankaraya and Saddharma-
-rathnakaraya. The relevance of these books to the present study is also discussed.

The Third chapter examines how the Sinhala classical prose depicts
the being “MARA” meeting “Siddhartha Bodhisatva”. Here it shows how the
narrative descriptions relating to MARA given in one book vary from the
descriptions and sources given in the books of other authors.

The Fourth chapter is reserved for discussing the meeting of
Gauthama Buddha and MARA as depicted in Sinhala classical works.

The Fifth chapter discusses how the “MARA™ concept is related with
other information, which is stated in the Sinhala classical prose works. In this
chapter the daughter of MARA , the pancha MARA, the subject “MARA™, his
vehicle, his weapons, his dwelling place and MARA other than Devaputta have

been discussed. *
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