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“A Critical study of the need for providing vocational
competencies and the methods of imparting such competencies
to students through technical subjects of the secondary school
curriculum in Sri Lanka”. (Based on a sample of students from
year 9-11 of the secondary schools in Kandy District )
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ABSTRACT

This research study ascertains how technical subjects
could be utilized to provide vocational competencies to Sri

Lankan students at secondary school level.

The main sample of this study consisted of 400 students
and 100 teachers in 10 schools in the Kandy District. Data
collected by gquestionnaries were further verified by
interviewing the principals of schools, subject specialists

and educationists.

Data analyzed, tabulated and expressed in the form of
graphs and tables, showed the popularity of technical
subjects such as Agriculture, Commerce and Home Economics.
Most of the students selected these subjects ag a means of
going for higher education.

Due to the scarcity of teachers and facilities in rural
schools, these 0/L students have been compelled to limit
themselves to a few technical subjects taught in their

schools.

G.C.E. (0/L) Examination performance, showed that failure
rate of the technical subjects could be minimized by giving
students freedom to select subjects.

Findings showed the wide ranging inadeguacy of
competencies of wvocational subjects, the students needed
practical work experience in government institutions, prior
to the final examinations.'Employers in the contemporary
society view vocational competencies as a range of skills to
handle any job rather than a particular job. To channel youth
to a variety of avenues the dignity of labour should replace

the stigma attached to vocational competencies.




Proposals of this study summarizes the need of a
educational philosophy that generates a vocational work ethic
to produce committed patriotic Sri Lankan students from
schools, without aspiring for higher education only.

As a means of achieving this goal the commencement of
technical subjects at yeaf 4 and the continuation of a
variety of technical subjects till the advanced level were
discussed. To overcome the current deficiencies in physical
and human resources following measures have been suggested.

1. Enhanced educational expenditure to technical education.

2 Avenues of co=-.gporation between the private sector of
local as well as international institutes and the

gchool.

3. Innovative changeg . needed in teacher training by making

technical subjects compulsory.

4, Enlistment of retired teachers of technical subjects.

5 Linking of wvocational skills of employers witlh school

6. Guidance and counselling service for students.

7. Maintaining and publicizing an inventory of Jjob
opportunities.

8. Vocational training institutes at regional level.

These short term and long term proposals mean to
overcome deficiency of job opportunities for students who are

joining the job market after leaving " .. schools.
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