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A STUDY OF THE WAYS IN WHICH THE POST#GRADUATE
DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION COURSES COULD BE REORGANIZED:
A STUDY CONDUCTED IN ASSOCIATION WITH UNIVERSITY OF

PERADENIYA BASED ON A SAMPLE OF STUDENT TEACHERS
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ABSTRACT

This research study has been directed with the purpose of exploring the nature of the
Post Graduate Diploma in Education Course conducted by the University of Peradeniya.
The study investigates the nature of the curriculum including teaching practice and part
dissertation, teaching methods and how its evaluation procedures should be improved.

The literature survey of relevant materials revealed an array of information relating
to the subject under investigation and their influence was fruitfully used in making the
relevant proposals in this study.

This study conducted following the descriptive research methodology utilized the
questionnaires and interviews a$ instruments of collecting data. Two hundred teacher
trainees in the academic year 1997/1998. twenty lectures and ten educationists comprised
the selected sample.

Data thus collected were analyzed and results have been presented. Some of the main
conclusions arrived at are,

1. The main purpose of the course of studies should be focused on the professional
development of teacher trainees.
2. The course of studies should be constantly improved and modified in conformity

with the curriculum innovations introduced in schools.

(W8]

In addition to teaching the teacher trainees should be exposed to practical orientation

relating to teaching methodology.



v
4. The re-organization of the evaluation system used in teaching practice.
5 Modification of the presentation of the part dissertation, are some of the conclusions
arrived by this study.

The main proposat of this study has been the presentation of a curriculum model for
the Post Graduate Diploma Course. In making this proposal an attempt was made to
introduce practical computer skills, educational research methods, competency in English,
Educational Law, re-organization of subjects by themes, competencies relating to continuous
assessment, competency based assessment,self assessment, encouraging the teacher trainees
to present a self improved product by the part dissertation establishing a model practicing
school are some of the innovations introduced in the proposed curriculum model.

The model included several other recommendations for building up a new generation

of teachers endowed with qualitative abilities.



