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Abstract

Since the middle of the 20", century some countries in the third world used the
political violence as a mean of gaining political power. Coxd<y to the fact that, Sri
Lanka e{acm_c&d a peaceful election behavioral pattern after the independence by
accommodating to British Westminster model, but Peoples™ Libation Front (JVP)
formed by the members broke away from old political parties. attempted to obtain the
national political power by mean of viqience in 1970 and in the mean time “separatist
groups of the north and east also attempted to break away from the national politics

for a separate state by using violence.

JVP. originating in mid 1960s in Sri Lanka. attempted to capture the political
power by organizing two unsuccessful revolts, one was in April 1971 and the second
was -in 1987. After 1977 with releasing of political prisoners. JVP youth entered the
liberal democratic political system. but after :~. prohibition of it on 29", July 1983 as
a political party. they tried continually to get the proscription lifted and found with
series of failures and subsequently they attempted to use i5.. political violence. to the
second time. to capture e political power in 1987, The basic background was
apparent for the both revolts. Especially after 1987 the liberal democratic political
system was repeatedly rejected by JVP and confined to violence. The momentum of
JVP political violence was in between 1977-1990, which lead for a crisis situation in

the country. During this period JVP devised various methods for the violence.
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Both local and foreign scholars have studied broadly the activities of JVP on the
basis of its origin. development. ideology and structure, but this study departs from
them on the ground of confinement to a smaller area called political violence of JVP
and confinement to the period of 1977-1990. Further I analyse deeply the socio-
economic and political factors responsible for political violence adopted by JVP, how
‘s, political violence was used to get JVP youths™ expectations fulfilled, and the

nature of the political violence as well.

This study contains five chapters. The first chapter lays the foundation for the
thesis by constructing the theoretical background and discusses about the research
problem, objectives and methodology. The second chapter analyses the causes for .=
violence and how they contributed for it. How frustrated youths developed the
ideology and structure of the organization is the subject of the third chapter. Fourth
chapter analyses _deepl_\' the nature and influence of political violence of JVP. Last
Chapter concludes that the severest political violence, causing high death toll, terror
and property damage. ever experienced in independent Sri Lanka is found between
1977-1990 under the leadership of JVP. Socio-economic and political factors such as.
poverty. problem of unemployment, widening gap of income distribution and the
conflict between younger and elder generations were the root causes for above dismal
situation. Avoiding 3 such type of violence in future is the prime responsibility of
each and every individual of Sri Lanka. Therefore, in this study, | have emphasized to

resolve above causes to assure a violence free society for the future



