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Thia thesls ip composed of two principal parts. The first
part includes the isclation and identification of some naphihas
guinones and triterpenes, from eleven Diospyros species endemic
$0 Syl Lanka, The date obiained have begn used %o s&p@axﬁ the
view that the tazon lighg has no generic siatus and that it should
be analgamated within the genus Diospyros. Data obtained in this
study also suggests that the rvecently veporbted endemic new baxon
g is not distinet from the already wecorded

The quinone content of the investigated species is of some
interest in considering the evolution of species within the
Diospyros genus, |

The second part describes the isolation and characterisation
of some indole alkaldids and pentacyclic triterpenses from Ugcaria
Ywvaitesii. Two of the alkaloids are of the woxburghine type,
derived from jtwo trypiophane moieties and one C=10 loganin unitd.
The alkaloig roxburghine I is reported for the first time. The

“three . hydroxy compounds isolated from the timber of Uncaria

tesii ave the first examples of naturally hccu:ring tertiary
hyﬁxbxy terpenoid acids, belonglng to the ursene or oleanene serles.

%hié pﬁmﬁ.alaa describes the isolation of guinovaic acid,
aoetyl quinovaic acid and the counarin scopoletin from Canthium



