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The Low Country Live-Wood Termite (Glyptotermes dilatatus) is considered as the 
most economically important major pest of low-country tea in Sri Lanka. Chemical control of 
the pest has proved to be ineffective and uneconomical. Instead, the use of tolerant cultivars, 
sanitary pruning and application of wound dressings to prune cuts are recommended in the 
Integrated Pest Management strategy. As a persistent and cost effective wound dressing is a 
timely need for the industry, eight alternative wound dressings were screened for preventing 
wood rotting and safeguarding the tea bush from the pest under laboratory and field conditions 
using G. dilatatus on the susceptible cultivar TRI 2026. Candarsan (existing 
recommendation), Brunolium 15%, Brunolium 3%, their Wax mixtures and Enamel Paint 
were evaluated as prune cut protectants by checking fungal colonies growing on the cut 
surfaces.   

 
Missing parts were observed in cuttings treated with Candarsan under laboratory and 

field conditions, and in highest persistency than other prune cut wound dressings over the two 
month period.  

 
Therefore, Brunolium 15% can be considered as a cost effective wound dressing with 

antifungal properties and field persistency. 
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