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All children do not hold happy and
carefree experiences of childhood.
es pecially. children who live in the
streets of Sri Lanka .

Introd uct ion
With in the broad category of street
children there arc three distinct
gro ups:
I . Children on the streets - those
engaged in some kind of economic
act ivity ranging from begging to
vending, due to eco nom ic fragility of
the family. these children may
eventua lly opt for a pcnnanent life on
the streets.
2. Chi ldren of the street - those
children who actually live 0 11 the
street (or outs ide of a normal fami ly
environment). Family lies may ex ist
but are tenuous and are maintained
only casua lly or occas ionally.
3. Children from Street Families:
children wbo live on the streets with
their fam ilies (Ennew. 1994;
Cosgrove, 1990)

Therefore, it would not be a surprise
to hear the children who live in the
street undergo physical. emotional
and sexual abuse as well as
experience viole nt acts a lmost
everyday. The studies convey (hat the
most common from of abuse (hat the
street children experience is those
experienced in the hands of their
parents (Cosgrove. 1990).
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Objectives
Aim of the present study was to
investigate the perceived
psychological impact of violence and
abuse in the lives of street children in
Sri Lanka. The sample of the study
comprised of 40 (20 girls & 20 boys)
street children who have experienced
at least one act of if abuse in their
lives. The children in the study were
divided into two age groups accord ing.
to their age (5 109 years and 10 10 14
years).

Met hodology
In order to identify the impact of
violence and abuse exper ienced, a
story about a street child ca lled
' Ramu' was narrated to the children
in the study. The story contained three
sections (Section I Ramu
experiencing physical abuse, Sect ion
2 - Remu expe riencing emotional
abuse. Section 3 - Ramu experiencing
sexual abuse). After narrating the
story to the ch ildren they were asked
to predict what might happen to Ramu
due to the abuse experienced. In order
to invest igate the impact of perceived
psychological abuse. five ca rds
illustrating different forms of impacts
were spread out in front of the
children. and they were requested to
choose one card which appea led to
them the most. The cards bore the
illustrations of depression and suicidal
thoughts, inability to emote, never
being able to trust adults again.
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substance addiction and the child
victim becoming an offender.

Results and Discussion
When examining the percentages
there is no defin ite trend whic h could
be observed, in terms of impact.
However, maximum numbers of
children have stated that the abuse
leads to depressive and suicida l
feelings. Chi ldren in the study had
ranked, being able to trust an adults
again as an impact which is least
like ly to happen . The result s also
revea led that accord ing to the nature
(physical, emotional and sexual) of
the abuse the responses for perceived
impact differed . For example, in the
physical abuse condition 30% of the
chi ldren have stated that the child
victim in the story wou ld start abusing
the drugs whereas only 7.5% of the
ch ildren have stated likewise in the
emo tional abuse cond ition. Another
notable phenomena is that in the
sexual abuse condition, 34% of the
children have said tha t the child
victim would become an abuser due
to the abuse that he/she underwent as
a child., compared only 10% of the
emo tional abuse condition and 17.5%
of the chi ldren in the physical abuse
conditio n. In a ll three conditions the
children have stated depression as the
most fre quent impact of abuse.
However, none of the ch ildren who
participated in the study stated that
Ramu will never be affected though
he had experienced abuse .

Mean and standard dev iation (derived
from the stat istical ana lysis of rating
scales) of the amount of aggression
revea led that in all three conditions
the younger group of boys displayed
more amoun t of aggression. The

6] 5

ANOV A for the amou nt ofaggression
also confirmed these findings
conveying that the main effect of
agg ression is significa nt (i.e . the
amo unt of aggress ion in o lder
children and you nger chi ldren are
different). The younger group of
children possess more amo unt of
agg ress ion than the older children (F
( 1 , 36) ~ 4 .74; P<O.05),
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