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Dis cussion
The history of the study area exte nds
from prehistoric times to the 17111 and
1Sib centu ries CEo The ea rl iest
evidence of human habitatio n within
the study area is in the Al igal a roc k
shelter. which lies immedia tely to the
east of Sigiriya rock. Th is is a major
prehistoric site with an occu pat ional
seq uence start ing nearly 5000 years
ago and extendi ng up to early historic
t imes (Karun anun c. Ieca).

During the Early Iron Age peri od
sign ificant deve lopments took place in
the study area . The earli est phase
(protohistori c) of the Early Iron Age
invo lved a fundamental change from
itinerant food gathering and hunting to
agricu lture. anima l domest icat ion.
vi llage settlem ents. the burial ritua l.
ceramic industry. production a nd use
o f iron d uring the period between
about 1000 and 300 AC E.
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Introduction ( Intermediary Tran sitional Eco
The term Early Iron Age in the co ntext Systems) acquired strateg ic
of Sri Lanka de notes that period which importance in terms of resou rce
succeeds the Sto ne Age . The Early mo vement between the agricu ltura l
Iron Age C ulture (fro m 10/9111 century plains (north-centra l) and the upper
BeE) is main ly represented by the mont ane region (Scneviratnc, 1996).
buria l monume nts and it formed the This conce pt also provides a basis to
earl iest socio-economic base o f the invest iga te the ro le of the lower
fo rmative period of Sri Lanka , montane regio n among the other

region s dur ing the Early Iron Age
period of Sri Lanka.At the macro spat ia l level, the present

research area is located in the lower
mon ta ne reg ion (lnrenuedi ary
Transiti ona l Eco Sys tem) that is fo und
betw een the central montane region
a nd the north-cen tra l plains of Sri
Lanka .

The main objective of the prese nt
research is to undertaken a detailed
ana lysis o f all the available data of the
Early Iron Age burial sites in the lower
montane reg ion of north centra l Sri
Lanka and to compare this region with
the bur ia l sites loca ted in the other
reg ions of Sr i Lanka.

M et hod ology
111 the research methodo logy followed
in the study there is a survey of
relevant Ear ly Iron Age archaeologica l
research and v is its to important Early
Iro n Age buria l sites in the present
resea rch area as we ll as buria l sites
located in the other regions o f Sri
Lanka .

It is ev ident that by the Early Iron Age
period the lower mo ntane reg ron

The earliest phase (protohistoric) of
the Early Iron Age ma inly represented
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by the burial monuments and
investigat ions now reveal the ex istence
of seve n buria l sites (l bbankatuwa.
Yatigalpotta, Anakatava, Havanew ela,
Unalu gala , Digampatha and
Rotawe wa) in the study area.

Apart from burial sites 1:\\/0

protohi stor ic habitation sites are also
found from Aligala (998-84 8 BC E)
and Ibbank atuwa (4111 cen tury BeE) in
the study area. Several important
facto rs related to the study area were
observed , Three periods of occ upation,
ranging from the prehistoric to the
histo ric period were noted in thes tudy
area.

The Early Iron Age commumnes
estab lished their settlements in the
study area because of seve ral
favourable locationa l factors at the
macro and miero level s. The most
important co nclusion that ean be
drawn fro m the cultu ral material s of
the burial sites in the study a rea is that
the Early Iron Age communities
exploited loca l resources as well as
non-local resou rces during this per iod.
There arc few Early Iron Age
habitation sites (02) in com par ison
with numerous burial sites (07) foun d
in the study area.

Also there are a very few Early Iron
Age sites whic h reveal the co -re lat ion
between the burial s and hab itation
s ites in the study area. However, some
Early Iron Age sites like Ibbankatuwa
have revealed a relationship between
burials and habitat ion through
archaeo logical mat er ia ls in the site .
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The cist burial type is identified as the
most widespread burial gro up in the
study area.

Another interesting feature is that
seco ndary and multipl e burial practice
see ms be more co mmon among the
Early Iron Age people in the Sigiriya
Dambulla reg ion.

lbbankatuwa is one of the sites that
enables us to give a very ea rly dat e (6 th

century BCE) for the beg inning of the
Early Iron Age buria l tradi t ion of Sri
Lanka.

The study area has a strateg ic
importance as it is located in the lower
montane reg ion that is found between
the cen tra l moun ta in reg ion and the
north-central plain of Sri Lanka.
Besides its strategic location on the
interna l routes the study area was also
a po int of fore ign contact by sea
through the north-west reg ion as
indicated by some non-Sri Lankan
carnelian beads from Ibba nkat uwa and
the Yatigal potta bur ia l sites in the
study area ,

Conclusion
The study has revealed the inter
reg ional connect ions as we ll as the
nature of burial systems in the study
area during the Early Iron Age period,
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