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In trod uctio n
Critics of Buddhi sm have tr ied to
portray Buddhist teach ings o f kamma,
anatta, nibbdna. renunciation and so
0 11 as detrimenta l to socia l progress,
Ho wever, recent research has
reveal ed that thi s idea is not
accep tab le as the Buddha is
cons idered as the greatest soc ial
reforme r of h is tim e and therefore,
His teachings wo uld certainly be for
soc ia l advan cemen t. A thoro ugh
examinat ion of the Buddha' s
teachings. spec ia lly the Vinaya and
Suna sections of the Cano n, clea rly
ind icates that His teac h ings arc fo r
both sp iritua l and soci a l advancemen t.
It wo uld not be prac tical ly feasible to
quote all of them. Therefore, the
Cakkavottisihandda suua of the
Digha Nikdya is co nsidered to be
adequate to prove the abo ve poi nt.
Thi s suua was preached to a group of
mo nks at Matula by the Buddha
adv ising them to live in accordance
w ith the Dhamma. The aim of this
paper is to bring out th e mora l and
ethical ph ilosophy found in the sutta
show ing how it has a bearing on both
social a nd spi ritua l development.

Methodolo gy
This study is by and large based on
the histori cal a nd tradit ional
observa t ions highli gh tin g the mora l
influen ce reflected in th e slit/a. Such a
study is also like ly to throw new light
on some soc ia l prob lem s in
contemporary soc iety. Moreover, a
comparat ive st udy w ith other sunas
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related to the sulfa in quest ion w ill be
used as addi t iona l evide nce to show
the dual role that Buddh ist teachings
ap pear to have p layed , The
com mcn tarial sou rces pert aining to
th is to pic wo uld be thoroughly
investigated In orde r to have a
co mplete picture of the teachi ngs
co ntained in thi s sulfa.

Discussion
The .\"1I11a relates the story of the
Cakkuvani or the Wheel Ro lling
Monarch who rules the state
accord ing to law and righteousness.
However, co rruptions arise due to
cha nge of leadership and neglige nce
of hea lthy adm inistration. The prese nt
monarch, not being able to co ntro l the
state, consu lts the forme r ru ler who
was lead ing a life of a saint. The
latter ' s ad vice to the former includes
instr uctions rega rd ing the
develo pment of soci a l harm ony and
eradication of poverty from the sta te.
Anot her significa nt po int made in the
Julia is fam e and love could be ga ined
by means of righteo usness o nly. It
a lso speaks of the Meueyya Buddha
who is ye t to co me fo r the benefit of
the wo rld . The snna can be eva luated
specially for its sig nificance in the
area of Budd hist econom ic, politica l
and soc ial philosophy.

Conclusion
Th is paper concludes with the
affirmation of the view that the
Buddh ist teac hings co ntai ned in the
Cakkavouisihanada suua clearl y
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indicate that existence of
righteousness in human society IS

indispensable in order to promote
harmonious human living and well
being of all life in the world.
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