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Introduction
Sri Lanka has a long expe rience of
conflict-related internal displaceme nts.
Conflict-related displacements have
been a conspicuous feature of the
history of Sri Lankan Tamils. The
crisis of the Internally Displaced
Persons (!DPs) is one of the most
alarming humanitarian issues in Sri
Lanka. The prolonged ethnic cr isis in
Sri La nka has resulted in a massive
Tami l Diaspore and forceful and
multiple interna l displacements. It is
evident that in Sri Lanka. a large
number of people have been uprooted
from their habitual residence and
forced to move. as a resu lt of the
ethnic crisis that has spanned over two
decades . There is another s ignificant
fact both multiple displacements and
the armed conflict made the IDPs have
vulnerable to avenue social and
economic conditions. The lives of the
lOPs of the Northern and Eastern
provinces of Sri Lanka have been full
of d ifficulties. As at 1$1 September,
2009, UNHCR figures stated rhat there
were 2. 64822 lOPs belonging to the
Vanni who are living in the welfare
centres located in Vavuniya District.
Although the offic ial figures of the
Vanni lOPs arc at 2, 64822 these arc
limited to figures obtained from
welfare centres and do not take into
account the lOPs living with family or
friends. The lOPs in the Vanni have
been forcefully uprooted from their
familiar surroundings many times. The
issue of the IDPs was earlier looked at
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from a political point of view. Only
recently it has drawn the attention of
sociolog ists. many of whom are now
invo lved in analyzing these issues
from a sociological point of view.
The working title of this research
project should be understood with this
in mind - it was not intended to be a
comprehensive study of a cross 
section of all the disp laced students in
Sri Lanka. but is focused on the
relatively few d isplaced students
belonging to the Vanni and those lOPs
who arc currently staying in the
welfare centres. The Vanni mainland
was the ma jor focus of the armed
conflict. A~ at 26th June. 2009.
according to the figures released by the
Zonal Education Officc-V avuniya.
there were 63.378 displaced students
from the Vanni who are currently
residing in the lOP camps. The lOPs in
Vthe anni arc. of course. the most
vulnerable community in terms of
economic advancement. ed ucation.
self-esteem. scl f- actualization. food
security. social security and physical
security in Sri Lanka. Since May.
2009, the human security situation ill
the Vanni has worsened due to an
"extreme war" betwee n the LTfE and
the Sri Lankan Military. This situation
once again led to a displacement of the
civilia ns on a massive scale in the
Vanni. The research study is necessary
in the present time.
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O bjectives
The main o bjec tive of this research
paper is to assess the impact of
mult iple disp lacements on the
ed uca tion of d isplaced stude nts and to
ide ntify the maj o r constraints on the
educat iona l ac hievement of di splaced
students.

Research Methodology
This research st udy utilizes both
q uantitative and q ual itative data . Thi s
project rel ics more on qualit ative dat a
than on quantitative data. The primary
data was co llec ted throu gh foc us grou p
d iscuss ions and key informants'
interviews. D isplaced stude nts. their
pare nts and other fami ly me mbers . and
teachers part ici pated in the focus group
di scussions a nd key informant
interviews.

Limitat ions of th e stud y
There were some limitat ions ide ntified
du ring the study. The major lim itat ions
are as following:
Doing a part icipant obse rvation or
other kind of ob servationa l studies in
and aro und the wel far e ce nters and
surround ings of the stud) ' area could
provide formida ble cha llenges to the
researcher due to security restrictions .
Safety is a funda mental issue for both
rese archers and the d isplaced
co mmunit ies . The research study
foc uses on the impac t of multiple
d isp lacements on the ed ucati on of the
Displaced Students who arc living in
the we lfare centres . But there is a
conside rab le nu mber of d isp laced
students living wit h e ither fr iends or
rela tives. This study was limited to the
lO Ps who arc currently residing in the
we lfare centres . Also. ensuring the
accuracy of the information regard ing
the lO Ps and the d isplaced students
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population was difficult. becau se many
people moved to other safe areas
within and outside the Vanni.

Find ings and Discussions
The findin gs of the research revea l a
rapid decline of the leve l of educat ion
among the lOPs. and the research
study found that the educationa l
sta ndards among the di splaced people
res id ing in the wel fare centres are very
undesi rab le. Due to the protracted civi l
war and mu ltiple di sp lacements. the
ed uca tion sec tor has suffered setbacks
in teaching, learning processes and
infrastruct ure facili ties esse ntial for
ed ucation . Edu cational opportunities
and the environment are very oft en
cruc ial for d isp laced people in wel fare
centres. The rese arch study found rhm
the educa tional co nd it ions of the
displaced chi ldren. < especially those
who arc in the \...clfare centres have
decl ined . It is e vident that the
ed uca tiona l sta ndards of the Vanni
d isplaced students have decl ined due
10 multip le d isp lacements and war.
Schoo ls in the Vann i area, part icularly
those located in the Kilinochchi and
Mutlaitiv u d ist ricts. have remained
closed ever since the outbreak of war
in mid· 2008. Many displaced families
from the Vanni have experienced an
average of five or more d isplacements.
Disp laced children 's interes t in
education has decl ined due to mu lt iple
d isplace ments a nd the war. They are
unab le 10 study well in such an
undesirable atmosphere . The break-up
of fami lies due tv the wa r. death of
fa mily mem bers, and the
di sap pearance of paren ts and siblings
have rendered the students of the
Van ni psycho log ically depressed. and
made them disinterested in ed ucation.
They no lon ger see ed ucation as an
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investment for the ir future. since life
docs no t hold any meaning for them at
prese nt after the traum atic experiences
of the war. T he presence of arms
ca rrying so ld iers and the milita rised
ad ministration of the camps continue
to hold the lO P student population in
the grip offea r and frustration.

The work of human itar ian
organizations in Sri Lanka particu larly
in the Vanni has been obstructed by
the Govern me nt of Sr i Lanka. Thus the
IDPs who reside in the so-ca lled
Transiti ona l Rel ief Villages located in
the Cheddikulam area of Vavuniya
Distr ict oft en find it extremely hard to
obta in humanitarian aid and service s.
Many displaced families in the welfare
centres face prob lems re lated to 10 \\

I11COIII C, food insecurity and 10"

standards of living. Food insecurity is
more promi nent in welfare centres . In
many cases, they do not have enough
money to buy the instruments
necessary for education. It is true that
multiple displace ments disrupt the
activit ies of " normal" family life and
maj or live lihoods and as such a re
ex pected to have a generally
detrimenta l effect on the education of
the displaced children. Parents.
teache rs and students from the we lfare
centres have expressed a negative
eva Ination of their ehildren' s
educationa l atta inment. There are
possibilities lo r the decl ine of the
educationa l attainment of the: d isplaced
children, because those displaced
families have been living in the
welfare centres without proper
faci lit ies and arrange ments for many
days . This study has a lso proved that
ma ny displaced children have forced to
become ea rly schoo l lcavers due to
multi ple disp lace ments and the war.
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It is evide nt that the atmosphere in the
welfare centres does not appear to be
co nduc ive for educationa l purposes.
Many participants of the focus group
discussions stated that they had been
facin g a lot of problems in continuing
the ir education in the wel fare centres.
T hey pointed out that the following
factors are the key obstacles to the
process of learning. Thousands of
sma ll !DP cottages arc located in the
so-ca lled Tra nsitiona l Relie f Villages.
The over-crowded atmosphere is
always noisy. They arc unable to
concentrate 011 the ir studies du ring the
day time or even in the night. The
lOP s have been given small houses,
The entire family has 10 live in one
tent. The)' do not have separate rooms
for studying in. A ll the day-to-day
activities including cooking, sleeping
and stud ies arc done in these small
tents . Malnutrit ion among the !DP
students preven ts them from actively
participating in educationa l act ivities .
Anoth er cruci al fact is that a
co ns iderable numbe r of the displaced
children in the Van ni arc currently not
involved in ed ucational activities or do
not attend schools a .. a result of the
nega tive consequences of the armed
conflict
As this study indicates, the educat ion
of the students of the Vanni has been
bad ly affected and neglected due 10
mult iple displacements and the war.
The educationa l standa rds of the
displaced chil dren have considerably
declined . The war and mult iple
disp lacements, war trauma, impacts of
soc ia l ill-be ing. worsened conducive
atmosphe re, poo r fac ilit ies and
services available are the main causes
of the decl ine of the educationa l
ac hievements of the displaced
students. The multiple d isplacements
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and the armed conflict have largel y
affected the displaced studen t
pop ulation, and the educationa l
infrastructure needs to be rebuilt with
much care for the developmen t and
prosperity of the future generatio n of
the Vanni populat ion.
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