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Introduction
The ex istence of the Veddas in Sri
Lanka was first re ported by Knox in
1681. They were origina lly jiving in
three ma in locat ions namely
Tharnankaduwa, Uva-Bintenne and
Wellassa .

In 1958 some Uva-Bintenne Veddas
were co lonized at Kandeganvila. Th e
Yed das of Dambana led by the late
Yedda Ch ief Uruwarige Thi ssahamy
resisted co lon izat ion and continued to
stay in Dambana. In 1980 the Yed das
in Kandcga nvila were relocated in
Hennaniga la South of the Mab awcl i
System 'C'. Aga in the Yeddas of
Dambana res isted even though their
tradit ional hunt ing grou nds in
Madu ruoya were dec lared a Nat iona l
park in 1982. At prese ntthe Veddas of
Dambana are led by Uruwarige
Wanniyalcrto, Tissa hamy' s son.

Yeddas have been liv ing in close
proxi mity to the Sinhalese villages a nd
an admixture with the Sinhalese has
bee n observed. Their hunte r gatherer
life sty les have been gradually
changing to that of agriculture
es pec ially chena cult ivat ion. The
Veddas represent one of the pr imit ive
comm unit ies in the world who are
faced with immin ent threat of
extinction due to the ir changes in life
sty le and close contact with the more
advanced comm unit ies.
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The proper ident ificat ion of the
Yeddas was a long-felt need. As such
it was appare nt that the only way in
establishing and main ta ining , their
identity is by the compi latio n of the
fam ily ped igrees. During the per iod
from 1993*1996 an atte mpt was mad e
to compile the pedigree of Yedda
fami lies living in Dambana and
Hennanigala w hich was not completed.

Therefore the main objective of the
present study was to com pile the
ped igree of the fami ly of late Yedda
Chie f Uruwa rige Tissahamy followed
by the compilat ion of pedigrees of all
Ycdd a families . The fina l attempt is to
publi sh a monog raph with all fam ily
ped igrees. Th is paper deal s w ith the
family ped igree of Uruwarige
Tissahamy the late Yedda Chief.

Met hodology
Five visits were made to Dambana
during the period from March to
Augus t 2009 in an attempt to complete
the pedigrees that were comp iled
partly during the 1993- 1996 study .
With the hel p ofthe Yedda Chief UW
Wan niyaletto identification of the
Veddas were carried out. Vedd as
alread y recorded in the 1993* I996
study were ind ividually identifi ed
when ever possible and the ir
rela tion ships with the late Yedda Chief
UW Tissahamy were established. New
indiv idual s enter ing the study were
then identified, their clan names, g ive n
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informat ion regarding the family size
in the first to fou rth generations was
difficult. there is some evidence of
having large famil ies. This has
gradua lly reduced 10 an average of 3~4

in each fam ily in the seven th
generation.

Conclusion
The redu ction ill the fami ly size. the
process of Sinhalisaticn as obse rved in
the Sinhalese given names, the non use
of c lan (Warige ) Hames and the Yedda
- Sinhalese rnatin gs c learly show the
gradual extinction of the Vcdda
co mmunity.

Due to the admixture with the
Sinha lese a gradual inclusion of
Sinhalese given names have been
obse rved ill the sixth and seventh
generations and the non use of the clan
names (Wariges) have been observed .
Another important obser-..ation is the
increa sing trend in the Yedda 
Sinhala matings III the sixth
ge neration.

names. age and sex recorded III the
ped igrees.

Results
The detail ed fam ily pedigree of the
late UW Tissaharny was drawn as far
as possib le upto sew n genera tion s.
This included UW Tissahamy' s great
grand parents (generation I), grand
parents (generation II ). parents
(generation III ), children (generation
V), grand child ren (generat ion VI) and
great grand children (generation VII).
The pedigree is given in Figure 1.

Tabl e I shows the proc ess of
Sinha lisat ion from generation I to VII
giving some of the names of members
in each generation. In this. generat ion
IV give s the siblings of U\V
Tissahamy, ge nerat ion V gives the
siblings o f UW War miyale tto the
presen t Yedda Chief. generat ion VI
gives the ch ildren of U \V Wanniyalerto
and gene ration V1I1 gives the names of
some of the grand children of UW
Wanni yalcrto.

Discussion
In additi on to the identificat ion of
Veddas a nd compilation of the
pedigrees, some important facts have
been obse rved duri ng the ana lysis.

A co ntinua tion
ped igrees of
Dambana and
progress to
monograph.

of the compi latio n of
Yedda fam ilies at
llcnnan igal a is III

finally compile a

The famil y size or Veddas has
continued to be large in the fifth and
sixth generations. l'his ranged from 7
13. Alth ou gh obta ining detailed
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Table I. Sinhalisation of the Dambana Yedda

Genera t ion
Generation I
Generation II
Generation III
Generation IV

Generation V

Generation VI

Generation VII

Name
; IlIl~ Illlll IIO/§Ill
; IlIl~lll_1l1lll1lO/~

; IlIl lId!lIl> Illlll 00lJ!lll
; IlIl lil","", III IlIl Mig IlIl tlllil
g IlIl ~ ; IlIl~_)
; il!l~ ; IlIl ilO<lll~lll<lllll (lIlmJ
III IlIl ~ IDlll!lcll ; il!l Olll
g il!l lillJl mIII~ IDo!))
; IlIl~ mIII flllllDq
;il!l~_ ;il!l~

gil!l~ gllll_
III il!l~ g IlIl l!lt«
III il!l "l"'ilo!IcIl tJI) III ~ qll:I
g IlIl "!l
g IlIl §Ill
;1lIl_
g IlIl 00Jl!l1l
gllll~~_

g il!l IlllDiJo!lcD m IJlI~
g il!l 0_111 (j il!l ~$
g il!l 0_ IDo!JQ) IlIJll O.~,

III IlIl §Ill IDo!)) III IMl IlI$IIIl
g IlIl !llll IDoilJ g IMl~
g IlIl aolJ iloilJ g e IlIl 1Ji<;l1ll1ll
g IlIl §l!: ilo!lcn g e IlIl _
g IlIl "!l ilo!lcn
g IlIl !!J@lD-
(j IlIl~
(j 1lIl_
g il!l IilOu!l
g il!l lIOO!l
gil!le~

• IDllltibO
(i~ eeecmoee_

UW - Uru Warige
TW - Thala Warige
MW Morena War igc
UPW Unapana Warige
OM Dissanayake Mud iyanselage
Ht\1 Herath Mudiyanselage
EW lIangan Weerasinghe
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Figure I: Pedigre e of IIle la te Vedda ( hief- l Jrul'l arige Till~.h.my
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