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In forensic practice, "Identification", is a major concern. This process involves the
. identification of both victim and the wrongdoer. Identification of the victim is important for

reasons such as, obtaining a death certificate, legal disposal of the body and as part of the
investigatory process of solving a crime. In addition, identification of the victim often leads to
identification of the wrongdoer. Identification of a dead victim is not difficult when external
features are intact, especially, the facial features. However with time, due to degradation or as
a result of deliberate effect of crime, definitive features of identification of a victim get
distorted. In such situations other scientific methods are employed to establish identity. While
DNA technology being the method of choice at present, due to high costs incurred, it is not
possible to use this technique to all routine cases. In this presentation a case study is
illustrated to recognize the technique of photographic superimposition as a method of
identification.

The human remains presented here were referred to the Department of Forensic
Medicine, Peradeniya from Vavuniya. Subsequent to routine post mortem examination of the
skeletal production, the skull was subjected to photographic superimposition with a
photograph provided by the police, as that of the suspected, putative victim. The techniques of
traditional manual superimposition and computer aided methods were used. The identity of
the skeletal remains matched with that of the photograph, with both methods.

Photographic superimposition is a low cost technique that enables positive
identification of skeletal remains. Although this method is not popular at present it is worth
reconsideration.
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