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Vowel in Dravidian
seems to be two grol1r~ or words in the Dravidian languages

"'which the vowel endings /I and 1/ occur. III one group these vowels
, ve in the same way a~ the re-st of the vowel sounds of the

..-hen they are combined with other sounds. Hilt, in the other group
ve differently. An <I ttempt is made here to prove that these vowel

;ills occurring in the second group are later additions.
~ppiyam, the earliest extant grammar of the Tamil language, states

.1.., sound U, joined to a plosivc. coming at the endofwords is pronounced
'-wftIt:;-. quantity of sound than the normal it, if the plosive is preceded by
a~'~l1able or polysyllable.' In classifying the words which have this It

•• 1t says that they are those words in which t hc plosive, to which the
.• is:~, is immediately preceded by (1) a long syllabic, (2) polysylla hie,
(3) ·.:.emi-vowel, (4) the aspirate l.t (liyfltfli), C'i) a plosive, or (6) a nasal."

no "TbetQllowing examples may be .~i\·en for these six different classes of words :-
'. na-k " " k" ki If' " lk " '-' "I k " t I"licH u a cow, 7'arll dt a -1Il( f) gram, fr. I/. a Ilea, en 11 s ee ,

~" " a crane" and kuro.nku " a monkey."
.•. ~.:a&o states in another siit ra that in the noun denoting relationship,

w~~s with the syllable nil, the quantity of the It sound is less than
~~, The commentator Naccinarkkiuiyar gives the word ntnuui meaning

nr~Y~ father" as the example.
"d· ••.. Tol E' .'
n . ""'" . -~. Sui. 36.
ace .,;;". Tol. si. sat. 406.

ort : .."".Tol. Ei, Sui. 07. The' expression 1IlltYaippeyar used in the slitra may also be
fa ~a~; i~ which case it should be translated as "nouns denoting rl>lationship."

8810n IS taken as plural, it would mean that there existed in the time of
'am Several words denoting relationship beginning with the syllable nu. But
mator takes the expression as singular. Is it to be inferred from this that

IUch Words except nuntai, mentioned by him. were lost in his time?
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The old grammarians held the view that the full quantity of the soun
of the vowel u was one miUra, whereas the quantity of the u, thus shortened.
was half. Evidently the difference of the quantity of the sound between tb
two was determined by the ear. Naccinarkkinivar thinks that the differenc :~.
between the 1t sounded fully, and thel~ sounded less than the quantity ap:"'~~~ Again, in the chapter ~n prosody in Tclkiipp1:vam, the plosives attached
portioned, is due to the fact that the former is pronounced with the lips round.·iI.@e reduced 11 are so~etJmes counted for purposes of metre and sometimes
ed fully whereas the latter is not. He gives the following words as examples: ~. 'In the examples given under the siitras :148-352 which give the number
kiittt, katiu, kattu, murukkn and teruttu. In these examples when the final .ifsjUa~les that have to come in each line, the commentator Peraciriyar takes
is pronounced without properly rounding the lips, the words are nouns; > ~plosl~es attach~d. to the reduced 11 as consonants. Under sfitra 3565 also
whereas when they are pronounced properly rounding the lips, then the T.ol1tapp~yam P:OhlbltS the short 11 being counted for purposes of metre.

. . -n.•..:~ th penod f T lk -pp . . .become imperatives.s .&JlUu,g. e .. a 0 a iyam, grammanans were wavenng as regards
_ . . tbe plosives joined to the .re~uced u sound as to whether they should regard

Reduced Sound. ruu Sound. them as consonant" or distinct syllables. This fact also roves th hi
katu " a ear" " (you) dig" . c . . . .. p at t IS
k tt "I t " •. (' ) t' " " sound was a later addition,a .. u a (no you ie
kattu "a cry" " (yOU) cry" In the grammar Nannul it is mentioned that he th .
murukku "a kind of tree" " (you) destroy" . . - - '. w en e semi-vowel y
teruttu "informing" " (you) inform" ·follows words ending m consonants other than y, an euphonic vowel i is some-

times joined to these consonants.6 Examples:
Tolkiippiyam says that words of this kind vary in meaning in accordance _[ + _ .u.: _

. .. . . . ve. yavan > uet-i-yauan. "who is th V-I;>"
with the way III which the final e IS pronounced. But III the noun of relation- + _,- . . ~ " . . e e ..

'. . . . .. ma'fj yall:> mann-t-yatu which IS the : z , il ;>"ship shown before, where the u occurs m the initial syllable WIth the dental n. . . . .. ~, ..
there will be no difference in meaning due to the way in which the u is pro. ~. In 'a similar connection Tolkiippiyam says that when the semi-vowel y
tnounced. Tolk{ipp1:yam gives only this word with the reduced sound of It in follows a.w~rd ending in <~short u, the short u sound disappears. and an i sound

he first syllable. Frem this it rray be conjectured that many more word. appears In Its place." This i sound is called short i. Example:
with the short u in the initial syllable existed before the time of Tolkappiyam, -~ .• niiku + yiitu :> niill-i-yatu " which is the cow?"
But all of them except the word nuniai are lost. kurank~t + yatu :> kuraid,-i-yiitu " which is the monkey?"

I~ is clear from this that there existed two groups of words in the langua~e . ~rom these statements it is clear that the words ending in short u were
wherein the reduced sound of 14- occurred. One group had the reduced 1l 11 consIdered as having consonant endings when the s mi-v 1 r. . . . • . . . , .. e I-v owe y comes alter
the initial syllable, and the other had It at the end of the word. In the first It. ThIS also shows that the words now havi g th hort di .. . ed • • • . c 11 e s 101 ~t en mg were
group of words the reduced quantity of the 11 sound might have result. ()ngmally consonantal endings.
through laziness of pronunciation. L .

. et us now see what happens to this sound when it is foll d b
Let us now analyse the reduced u sound which occurs at the end of words. Sonant. It has bId h I h . owe y a con-

. . .... . 1 ' . een a rea y sown that t e quantity of sound for thi h tThIS tt disappears as soon as a word beginning WIth a vowel immediatell u IS half a miitr - B' d . . - . IS S or
f II it E I' a. ut in a wor wherein the plosive to which it is J' oined iso OWSI. xamp es . preceded b .

Y another plosive (No.5 of the classification shown above) the
sound of thi . Li '11 fbe' . . ~s vowe IS sti urther reduced, when it is followed by a word

glnnlng WIth a pi . 8 Th . .oSIVe. e commentator gIves the following examples:

speaker is unconsciously reminded that the preceding word had the
antal ending and he simply joins to it the initial vowel of the succeeding
In this circumstance he entirely forgets the u sound.

naku + aritu > nak-aritu " the cow is precious."
pati« + a~ai > pa~~-a~ai " the silk-cloth."
te~ku + ilJ.tu > telk-ihtu " this is flea."

When a word beginning with a vowel follows them, these words behave as U
they ended in consonants. In fact it is possible that words of this kind might
have originally ended in consonants, and the It may be a later addition. II
is owing to this fact that, when a word with initial vowel comes after it, t

kokku-k-ka!itu
kokku-k-ka~u»lai

" the crane is tough."
" the toughness of the crane."

4. See comm. of Nac. under Sat. 68 of Tal. El,
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5· Tal. Ceyyu~iyal.
6. Na?1?1ul. SiU. 206.

'7· Tot, Et. Sut, 4IO.

8. Tal. E/.. Sui. 37 and 409
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But, in other cases, when a consonant follows it, there is no reduction 0

its half miUra. Examples:

naku haritu
naku cir itu
naku tit«
naku perit u
naku na'2~u
nahu malLi
niik u uatitu

" the cow is black."
" the cow is small."
c the cow is bad."
" the cow is large."
.. the cow is good."
.. the greatness of the cow,"
" the cow is strong."

As regards this vowel, Caldwell think" that it is a very weak vowel, whic
is largely used at the end of words, for euphonic purposes or as a help t
enunciation. If it is an enunciative vowel it has to be analysed as to when i
could have been added to these words, Perhaps the Dravidian language, th
ancestor of the present Dravidian group of languages, might have ha
words ending in plosives=a phenomenon which is against the rules of all t
present cultivated Dravidian languages. Rut, this fact is still to be foun
in some of the ruder dialects of the Dravidian group.

Kota:
Gond:

Rajmahal :
Oraon :
Brahui:

tinalih, the infinitive of the roottin-" to eat."
ork-" they."
andurk-" they are" or " they were."
niitnorl«, tammurh-c-" my brothers."
selark-" my sisters."
amal-"we."
imal-" ye."
art, 01't_'1 one."
nach- ' four."
hutik-" horses"
irat-" two."
asit_'t one,"
musit-" three."
pahlt-" milk."
lelt-" scorpion."

The ending of the words in plosives when the plosives are preceded
a long syllable or polysyllable might have synchronised with the period of t
Aryan language when it was possible for words to end in plosives, But wh
the Aryan language moved on to its Prakrit stage, it was not possible for it
have the plosive ending any mOl,e.9 All the plosive endings were changed
vowel-endings. Since the two languages Aryan and Dra vidian were in the sa
linguistic field this change might have affected the Dravidian language ids
Therefore, when the Dravidian language split up into various dialects such ~.
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Tulu and others, similar changes mig
have taken place. But Tamil seems to have preserved the final plosive wit
out any change by suffixing this vowel.

The suffixing of this enunciative vowel though it at first originated
Tamil to preserve the final plosives, was later on extended to all consonan

9· See p. 76. L'Indo-Aryan-J. Bloch.
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"iare in the Sangam Texts a few instances of words ending in this vowel
it is joined to consonants other than plosives. Examples:

IOpatJtJu-" melody."
II pullu-" encircling."

[.~',
-Ies like these are not many in the Sangam Texts. But in the later

e they are frequently met with. Examples:

.,'.po?!:!}U"gold," villu "bow," ka'lf'lfu "eye," kallu "stone," vi'lf'lfu "heaven,"
':~tJu " earth."

it in the case of words in which the short ,It is attached to the plosive,
'words also the It disappears when it is followed by a vowel'. Examples:. .

villu + otiniatu > uill-ctintatu "the bow broke."
kallu + e?::inta~ > kall-erinta~ "he threw a stone."

., , vitJ'lfU + alaintay!:' > vi'lf'lf-a~ainla!!" he reached heaven."

the other cultivated Dravidian languages also the use of this vowel is
In Telugu every word ends in rl, vowel. But if the word does not

.y end in a vowel, then the u is suffixed to the last consonant-
les :

gunu
kolanu
penu
illu
kannu
mullu
kalu

" a humped-back."
" a tank."
.. a louse."
" a house."
"an eye."
" a thorn."
"a leg."

well says that though the zt is written in Telugu, it is often dropped
·,\Ulciation. In combination with another vowel, as in Tamil, the u is

Example:

Ramurju + iccenau > Ramud-iccenau,

the Tulu language also this enunciative u is frequently met with.lIes :

"medicine," jivc<Ju "in life," belegu " to

is u is dropped when a vowel follows it. Examples:

tudu + itte > tad-itte
gontu + ijji > gont-ijji.
baredu + atJ<Ju > bared-a'lf<Ju.

Kannada language too has words with the enunciative u. Examples:
matu
avanu

Patirruppattu : Stz. 65, line 15.
Kalittokai : Patai, Stz, 3, line 13.
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.. fineness."

.. minute."

.. a small bit."

.. a share."

UNIVERSITY OF CEYLON REVIEW

This u is elided when it is followed by another vowel. Examples:

miitu + iiq,u :> miit-iiq,u
avanu + ill a ;> auan-illa.

Originally, Malayalam seems to have had the enunciative u attached to
the plosives. Examples:

neppu
noccu
paka~u
panku

This seems to have been extended later on to other conscnants.]'.
Examples: f,

no~t:tu
novu

"gums."
,.,pain."

This u is elided when a vowel follows it. Examples:

veytu + ilia ;> ueyt-illa.
avannu + alla ;> avann-alla.

t
(

c
<So far we have discussed the u used as the enunciative vowel. From the

earliest times the VOWl: "' also seems to have been used as the enunciative vowel.~-
In the sutra No. 389 in El.uttatikiiram in Tolkap-piyan» the last line ends

with the word iiciriyarka. The term aciriya!.ka means "to the author."
Also in another sutra in Collalikiiram Tolkappiyam says that the post-position
k« denoting the dative may also have the form ka in pcetry.v When this
post-position ltu is added to a word, the expression naturally becomes one
with the short u ending. In the same way, if ka is permissible as a dative
post-position, then the expression will also become one with a short a ending.
To!kappiyam says that it is a poetic form; hence it must be older than ku.

This kind of vowel a used for enunciative purposes in place of the vowel
1t is very often met with in Tamil literature. There are examples in the
'SaIigam as well as in the Medieval texts. In the following examples the final
a is elided when a vowel follows it :

tuvaitta + ampi?: :;. tuuaitt-am pir: (Puram 4).
taruka + en a ;> taruk-ena. (Pati':.~uppattu 38).
titaruh a + e?!:a ;> titaruka-en a. (Cilap r , line 62).
unta + it ani ;> umt-itam, (TirukkOvai 233).
inta + it am ;> int-it am . (Tirukkovai 223).

Along with these examples the following colloquial forms are worthy -
consideration :- I

.:
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citara + a~itta?!: ;> citar-atittan,
anta + ania ;> ant-ansa.
enta + enta ;> ent-enta,

12. Tal. Call. r09.
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THE CAUSES OF COMMUNAL CONFLICT IN CEYLON

The enunciative vowel a exists in Tulu also. It is elided when a vowel
followS it. Examples:

pritita + iiku(a
belcd a + aku(u

~ pritit-aku(u.
;.. beied-ickul u,

In Malayalam also this reduced sound of a exists. Caldwell observes
that the short a sometimes replaces the short "U of Tamil. This process is
peculiar to the people in South Malabar. In the following examples the short a
is elided when another vowel follows It :-

••

ceyka + ttpakaram ;> ceyk-u-p akaram,
panna + atu ;> pann-atu:
nalla + ant am ;> nall-a ntam .
amma + accan :> amm-accan.
il aya + a-p pur :> il ay-ap p a»,

Though u was the enunciative vowel used by Tolkiippiyam, we find from
these instances that the vowel {/.also was used for that purpose. This may be
due to the fact that t.he original vowel that was used for the purpose of enun-
ciation might have been a type of vowel sound which was capable of being
contused as "II Of a.

K. !:ANAPATHI PILLAI.


