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Abstract

“‘Riddiyagaya” or “ Ratayakuma” and “ Kalukumara Samayama” of Southern
Province and “ Kumara Samayama” of Sabaragamuwa Province are rituals of
embryo protection in the respective provinces of Sri Lanka. Kadawara yak
Kankariya is a embryo protection fertility ritual performed specially in the
Kandyan provinces or the up-country region of Sri Lanka.

Even among these provinces, this ritual is restricted to the Central,
North- western and North- Central Provinces. Only in the Matale region of
the Central province could this ritual be found to be celebrated by all night
ceremonies, As a result, | have focussed special attention on this area as the
area pertaining to the research study. This ritual, begotten from the
observations, beliefs, attitudes and morals of the inhabitants of these
provinces has been for a long period of time, serving the necessary ritualistic
lacuna connected to the protection of the baby in the womb. Nonetheless, no
research study has been done to date to record and assess the utility of the

ritual.

Kadawara is a Special fertility ritual connected with women of
Childbearing age. The demon- deity Kadawara is believed to cause sicknesses
related to women and they include lapses in conceivements, abortions,
convulsions, fever and related illnesses of the menstrual circle.

To free and save women from the sicknesses of the above kind, it is
believed, by the inhabitants of these areas, that they should appease the
demon- deity kadawara by holding an all night ritual with offerings. In order
to get rid of the sicknesses caused this has been a must in the villages.

The following are the several rites and rituals endemic to the respective
provinces mentioned base in: They are:

01. Kohomba Yak Kankariya
02. Baliyaga Shanthikarmaya
03. Waliyak Mangallaya

04. Addukku Poojawa




05. Kiri Ammawarunge Dhanaya
06. Gammadu Poojawa.

So far, no detailed research study was undertaken on the long
established “Kadawara Yak Kankariya™ although many a research was done
and published on rituals like “Kohomba Yak Kankariya”,  *“Baliyaga
Shanthikarmaya”, “ Kiri Ammawarunge Dhanaya”, “ Gammadu Poojawa”
and “Sokari Natuma”.

The system enjoined with macro and micro ritualistic celebrations may
be the cause for these lapses. It is possible to categorize rites and rituals in
Sri Lanka under four sub-headings:

01. Rites and Rituals of Deities

02. Rites and Rituals of Demons and Devils.
03. Rites and Rituals of the Nine Planets

04. Rites and Rituals of Lower Spirits (Prethas)

Kadawara Yak Kankariya belongs to the second category of these rites
and rituals. Based on this evidence, Kadawara can be classed as an inter-
transformable spirit belonging to both Deities and Demons.

Although much attention has been focussed on the major traditions of
demon- deity rituals, little interest was shown on rituals like * Kadawara”
linked to the minor ritualistic tradition.

Cultural features of this nature will soon be extinct from the
technologically sophisticated society of today unless they are researched,
recorded and published. And I consider it a timely act to research on a
subject like ““ Kadawara Yak Kankariya”.



