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Teaching Competencies of the School Teachers

with Post-Graduate Diplomas in Education
S.G.C. Perera
Abstract

Amongst the school teachers with various qualifications, those who posses Post-Graduate
Diplomas in Education (PGDE) can be considered as a special group with necessary professional
competencies. PGDE is the major teacher training course offered to the newly recruited graduates who do
not have any theoretical knowledge or practical skills associated with teaching. This training has been
offered to them for more than 50 years and the government is still relies on it. However, the productivity
in education in Sri Lanka considered as very low. Some formal and non formal reviews and indicators like
GCE examination results provide enough evidence to prove this point. In this background, the
effectiveness of the teachers’ performances can be questioned. Do the PGDE teachers also perform
poorly? If it so, why? Is it due to deficiencies associated with PGDE course or outside factors? Thus an
effort has been made to investigate how the PGDE teachers demonstrate their teaching competencies in
their class rooms and the factors associated with the school environments which effect the teachers’
performance.

The method of this research can be described as a Qualitative Study, based on the Participant
Observation approach. Though this study is qualitative, some quantitative data also was incorporated with
observed information to strengthen its’ validity and reliability. The research field covered nine schools in
two educational zones in Kandy district. The sample consisted with the 48 PGDE teachers. A total of [88
lessons conducted by them were observed.

Ability to show nine teaching competencies according to the defined characters were noted.
Simultaneously, factors associated with the school environment, which had an effect for usage of those
competencies were also recorded. Interviews with the teachers, self evaluations, inspection of the school
premises and inspection of records/materials are some of the strategies used to verify the accuracy of the
primary observations as recorded in the class rooms.

Analysis of data has shown that the PEDE teachers are unable to show their competencies
satisfactorily while conducting the lessons. There was enough evidence to determine that the number of
factors related to the context of classroom environment have considerable effect to suppress the use of
competencies. It is also revealed that most of the PGDE teachers do not have a favorable attitude towards
their job. Thus they ignore some of the essential components of their duties and make shortcuts just to
finish tasks. Lack of recognition and benefits for qualified school teachers are also highlighted by the
teachers as important aspects which limit their performance.

The researcher suggests that some essential facilities have to be provided in order to create a better
classroom environment to make it more favorable for teaching. The researcher recommends re-
organization of the PGDE course by putting more weight on practical teaching aspects as most of the
PGDE teachers suggested.
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