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ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF VERSE MARRATIVE IN THE PALT JATAIA

WITH SPECTAL REFERENCE TO SECTIONS X-XT.

The aim of this thesis is to furnish a textual and
nterpretative study of the verse material of the Jatalms

primarily based on Sections X-XI. The choice of these two sections
for this study was chiefly prompted by the fact that in the
majority of them ocutline narratives and simple themes can be obtained
from the verse without any assistance from the prose. It has been
found that the verse section, generally, containg naterial which
refleets modss of ethical and other thought, not speeifically
Buddhist but common to all the main religious groups of ancient
India; and this appears to constitute evidence of eaneient Indian
rarratives antedating the rise of various schools of religsious
thoughts of sectarian charecter, This maturally leads one to the
inference that the basic verse marratives, altered perhaps but not
totally transformed, have been meintained s With new interpretations
and explanations in prose form up to the period of the formation

of the Pali Canon.

A number of Fausbdll's readings and 2 number of the

interpretations incorporated in the Pali-English Dictiomary (PTS)
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urgently require re-consideraticn. TIn view of the metrical - and

hence inexsel - nature of %he standard FTS gersion of the J" tala
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trenslation, it has been found negessary to provide a new

&=

'nglish prose translation to accompany the text.
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This study is divided into two main perts:

The first part consists of four chapters dealing with
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the subject-matter mainly of the selected Jatakas. In ch apter I,

the origin and devalopment of the 9a

The constituent parts of a Jata

illustrating their historical relation to one another. Chapter
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TIT examines the basic features of the early Indian marrative

art and their survival in the Jataka literaturs. The final
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ter 1s devoled to a metrical amalysis, with the intention
of establishing the faet that the origimal

Ly

prosody embrace both

The second part comj the transiation of each
verse and interpretative notes on it. A synopsis of the story
. - ——
is added to cach Jatala in order to make it easv to understand
how the nros action of resn 1 Ta- ¥ i
now the prose section of the respective Jataka hes developed into
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